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Drug peddlers arrested: As

many as 1,742 people, in-

cluding 10 foreign nation-

als, were arrested in last

one year for allegedly

peddling drugs in Hima-

chal Pradesh, Governor

Acharya Dev Vrat told the

Assembly on Monday. PTI

'Death warrant': A trial

court in Madhya Pradesh

has issued a �death warr-

ant� against school tea-

cher Mahendra Singh Gond

(28) who has been convict-

ed of raping a four-year-

old girl. PTI

Rawat reviews Army ops:

Army Chief General Bipin

Rawat reviewed the pre-

paredness of the Indian

Army along the Line of

Actual Control during his

two-day visit to Arunachal

Pradesh and Nagaland,

Defence sources said on

Monday. He reviewed the

operational preparedness

of Spear Corps. PTI

Black money PIL: Madras

High Court on Monday dis-

missed a PIL seeking direc-

tion to Union Finance Min-

istry to take action for

bringing back black

money stashed away

overseas based on recom-

mendations of BJP task

force set up in 2011. PTI

Actor Anil Kapoor with
music director AR Rahman
during an event to cele-
brate ten years since win-
ning the Oscar in 2009 for
Slumdog Millionaire, in
Mumbai on Monday. AFP

THUMBNAILS

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA, 4 FEBRUARY

T
he BJP, CPI-M and
Congress today con-
demned chief minis-
ter Mamata Baner-

jee’s dharna in protest against
last night CBI action against
police commissioner and
questioned her “motive” to go
to rescue of police commis-
sioner violating laws and con-
stitutional provisions. 

While Union minister and
senior BJP leader Prakash
Javadekar today claimed that
Miss Banerjee was on a dhar-
na to save herself from the CBI,
CPI-M central committee
member and MLA Sujan
Chakraborty said that the
chief minister was acting out
a political drama in a bid to
cover the corruption of multi-
crore Saradha chit fund scam
and evade her arrest. 

Miss Banerjee began her sit-
in protest near Esplanade

Metro channel on Sunday
night over the CBI’s attempt
to question Kolkata police
commissioner Rajeev Kumar
in connection with the chit
fund scams, insisting it stifled
the spirit of “Constitution and
federalism”.

Mr Javadekar, during a
Press conference at the state
BJP’s headquarters, said: “This
is not Narendra Modi’s emer-
gency but Mamata Banerjee’s
emergency in Bengal. She is
on a dharna to save herself from
the CBI.” 

Mr Javadekar said that the
saffron party will combat any
“attempt by TMC” to disrupt
law and order situation in the
state. He alleged that chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee-led
government has murdered
the democracy in the state. 

“West Bengal Opposition
party activists are being killed
and being stopped from tak-
ing out rallies. Choppers of BJP
leaders Amit Shah, Yogi

Adityanath and Smriti Irani
were not allowed to land. Is this
democracy? Is this not an
emergency? She is abusing the
Modi government,” the senior
BJP leader said. 

Mr Javadekar claimed that
constitutional order has com-
pletely broken down in the

state, but stopped short of
demanding imposition of
President’s rule in West Ben-
gal. “We would say both law
and order and Constitution-
al order has completely bro-
ken down in the state.” 

On whether the BJP would
demand imposition of Pres-

ident’s rule in the state, he
replied, “We won’t say anything
as of now.”Wondering how
come IPS officers in plain
clothes can sit on a political
dharna along with the chief
minister, the senior BJP leader
said CBI officers were stopped
from doing their duty, alleged-
ly to “protect” the chit fund evi-
dences in Kolkata police chief’s
possession from falling into the
hands of the federal probe
agency. 

Bengal Director General
of Police Virendra, State Secu-
rity Advisor Surajit Kar
Purkayastha and Kumar were
with the chief minister at the
dharna site on Sunday night. 

Denying TMC’s claims that
the BJP was using the CBI to
serve its own political purpose,
Javadekar said: “The CBI was
investigating the chit fund
cases as per the orders of the
Supreme Court.”

CPI-M leader Sujan
Chakraborty said that the

chief minister was trying to
evade her arrest hence play-
ing out a political drama.

“She and her party sup-
porters illegally occupied the
Metro channel to play this
drama. But people are eager-
ly waiting to know what were
the valuable information that
was concealed, why miss
Banerjee visited CP’s resi-
dence and why she is desperate
to save Rajeev Kumar,” he
said.

Chief minister Mamata
Banerjee rushing to city police
chief Rajeev Kumar’s house fol-
lowing a visit by a CBI team
in connection is a desperate
attempt to cover up the traces
of an act which is being stage-
managed by chief minister
Banerjee and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, leader of the
Opposition, Abdul Mannan
said today. 

While the CBI dragging
feet over the Saradha chit
fund scam initially was found

surprising, people are left
clueless about the chief min-
ister’s alacrity in rushing to the
city police chief’s residence
when she did not involve her-
self in similar activities when
CBI arrested one of her Cab-
inet colleagues as well as party
MPs, Mannan added. 

Putting up a brave face
after Congress president Rahul
Gandhi expressed solidarity
with the chief minister, Man-
nan said our leader will oppose
BJP at all levels. But our lead-
ership has not reined us in from
drawing attention to the unholy
alliance between the chief
minister and the Prime Min-
ister, he contended.

In Bengal, we will contin-
ue our fight against both Tri-
namul Congress and BJP
despite what our national
leadership is doing by show-
ing solidarity to the dharna
staged by Mamata Banerjee,”
said Somen Mitra, state Con-
gress president, today.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, 4 FEBRUARY

Delhi chief minister and AAP
supremo Arvind Kejriwal on
Monday slammed Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and BJP
chief Amit Shah over develop-
ments in West Bengal, saying
they needed to be defeated in
the upcoming Lok Sabha polls
“to save democracy” in the
country.

He said the “Modi-Shah
duo was the biggest danger” fac-
ing the country and charged the
two leaders with trying to “mur-
der” democracy.

Delhi BJP president Manoj
Tiwari hit back at Kejriwal say-
ing he should not talk about
democracy because he has
“robbed” it through his “false-
hoods and conspiracies” in

the city.
In a statement, Kejriwal

said: “The Modi government is
bent on murdering democra-
cy. Isn’t it illegal and undemo-
cratic that a team of 40 CBI offi-
cials enters the residence of a
police commissioner?”

“The Modi-Shah duo should
be defeated to save the democ-
racy,” he said.

Tiwari said that leaders like
Mamata Banerjee and Kejriw-
al were “betraying” democra-

cy by going against the direc-
tives of courts.

“The CBI went to West Ben-
gal on directions of the Supreme
Court. Leaders like Kejriwal
are supporting Mamata Baner-
jee because they are scared of
Modi who is dedicated to end
corruption,” he claimed. The
failed attempt by the CBI to ques-
tion Kolkata Police Commis-
sioner Rajeev Kumar in con-
nection with the Saradha and
Rose Valley chit fund scams on
Sunday became the latest flash-
point between the BJP-led Cen-
tre and West Bengal chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee.

Kejriwal had talked to Baner-
jee on Sunday over phone as
the incident blew into a polit-
ical slugfest and expressed sol-
idarity with her while terming
the action as “completely bizarre

and anti-democratic”. The AAP
convener, who himself is a bit-
ter critic of the Modi govern-
ment, in his statement on Mon-
day drew a parallel between the
West Bengal incident and expe-
riences of his own government
in Delhi. “Just as Modiji tried
to beseige the Commissioner
of West Bengal yesterday, four
years ago he snatched away the
anti-corruption bureau from us
by sending paramilitary forces,”
he charged.

He further alleged the PM
got 33 cases registered against
him and police raided his res-
idence and searched his bed-
room on his instance.

“If Modi ji misuses Central
agencies to violate the rights
of the state governments, the
country will not survive,”
Kejriwal said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KATIHAR, 4 FEBRUARY

Days after an obscene tweet
with a morphed picture of
Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra was posted on
the social media platform,
police said on Monday the
accused person has been
arrested and sent to jail. Yogi
Surajnath, a resident of this
north Bihar town who
describes himself as a ‘bhakt’
(devotee) of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on the social
media, was arrested from
his residence in Binodpur
locality, Town police station
SHO Ranjan Kumar said.

While Surajnath is said
to be an avid follower of the
‘BJP’s Mission 2019’ on Twit-
ter, BJP’s district president

Manoj Rai asserted this per-
son has no association with
the party.

Kumar said the Bihar
police cyber cell had received
an emailed complaint from
social activist Shahin Sayyad

about Surajnath’s tweet of
30 January that carried a
morphed image of Vadra,
who was recently appointed
the Congress party’s gener-
al secretary for east Uttar
Pradesh by her brother and

the party president, Rahul
Gandhi. The SHO said the
cyber cell traced Surajnath’s
location to Katihar, after
which the district police
arrested him and a case has
been filed against him. 

Goa Cong seeks action: A
Goa Congress delegation
Monday met state Director
General of Police Muktesh
Chander seeking registration
of a case against an uniden-
tified person for a “distaste-
ful and offensive” social media
post on senior party leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra.

The delegation, led by
Goa Pradesh Mahila Con-
gress Committee president
Pratima Coutinho, alleged
that the “smear campaign”
against Priyanka  was being
carried out by the BJP's IT Cell.

Opp parties question CM dharna stance
State BJP, CPI-M and Cong condemn Mamata for her attempt to rescue police commissioner, violating laws and constitutional provisions

MONETARY PITCH

Modi, Shah need to be defeated to �save
democracy�: Kejriwal on CBI vs Mamata

Employees of various banks stage �Maha Morcha Delhi Chalo� protest march organised by All
India Bank Officers� Confederation over their various demands. In the Capital on Monday. SNS

Man held for obscene tweet about Priyanka Vadra �Modi-led Kauravas will be
drubbed by Rahul in polls�
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KASARAGOD, 4 FEBRUARY

The coming Lok Sabha elec-
tions will witness the “second
Kurukshetra war” in which the
Narendra Modi-led “Kau-
ravas” will face a drubbing by
the Congress party led by
Rahul Gandhi, veteran AICC
leader A K Antony has said.

Inaugurating a Congress
march ahead of the Lok Sabha
polls on Sunday, Antony said
the “Lok Sabha election is a war
to save the country.”

“The 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tion will witness a second
Kurukshetra war in which the
Kauravas led by Narendra
Modi will be destroyed by
Rahul Gandhi. This year’s elec-

tion is not simply any other Par-
liament election.

This is a war to save the
country, to save the Consti-
tution, its morals and values,
constitutional institutions and
other threats faced by the
country,” Antony said.

Speaking at the ‘Janama-
ha Yatra’, Antony lashed out at
the RSS and PM Narendra
Modi and said the Congress
does not need any lessons of
nationalism from the RSS and
the BJP. “RSS and Modi haven't
grown big enough to teach
nationalism to the Indian
National Congress.... the Indi-
an National Congress does-
n't need any lessons on
nationalism from the RSS and
BJP,” Antony said.

MP Sushmita Dev with Delhi Mahila Congress chief Sharmistha
Mukherjee and others file a complaint against BJP leaders who
have allegedly made several derogatory statements targeting
Priyanka Gandhi, in the Capital on Monday. RITIK JAIN

TMC leaders sit in dharna in Kolkata on Monday. SNS

PTI
NEW DELHI, 4 FEBRUARY

Leaders of several Opposition
parties petitioned the Elec-
tion Commission (EC) on
Monday and demanded that
50 per cent of EVM results
should be cross-checked
with voter verifiable paper
audit trails (VVPATs) before
declaring final Lok Sabha
election results.

Leaders of 23 political
parties met Chief Election
Commissioner Sunil Arora
and Election Commission-
er Ashok Lavasa, seeking
redressal of the issue of
alleged tampering of elec-
tronic voting machines
(EVMs) before Lok Sabha
polls.

The leaders told the EC the
people of the country doubt-
ed the efficacy of EVMs and
this issue needs to be
redressed.

The EC said it has heard
the concerns of the parties
on their demands related to
the counting of VVPAT slips
and assured them that the
issues raised would be “delib-
erated and examined”.

“While considering the
averments made by the polit-
ical parties, the Commis-
sion shall also keep in view

the pronouncements made
by the different courts as
well as the report expected
shortly from the Indian Sta-
tistical Institute on the sub-
ject, besides the overall
administrative and opera-
tional feasibility on the
ground, before firming up any
response,” the EC said in a
statement.

The Opposition parties
had earlier sought moving
back to the ballot paper sys-
tem, but after the EC cate-

gorically ruled it out, they
changed their strategy and
are now demanding match-
ing of results of 50 per cent
EVMs with VVPATs.

“We are writing to you in
most trying times. The times
when each and every insti-
tution built and strengthened
over decades,  for safe-
guarding democracy and
the rule of law, is sought to
be subverted by those who
have scant respect for peo-
ple's will.

“In these trying and test-
ing times, we are writing to
you as members of an exalt-
ed constitutional institu-
tion, tasked with the respon-
sibility of ensuring free and
fair elections, which in turn
is the bedrock of democra-
cy and has repeatedly been
held to be part of the una-
mendable basic structure of
the Indian Constitution,”
according to a memoran-
dum signed by leaders of
all 23 parties, including Con-

gress president Rahul Gand-
hi and NCP supremo Sharad
Pawar, to the poll panel.

The memorandum also
said if the difference of votes
bagged by the winner and his
nearest rival is less than 5 per
cent, “mandatory counting
of paper trail from VVPAT
should be carried out in
each polling station...If there
is a difference in counting of
votes between EVM and
VVPAT, then the result in
counting from VVPAT should
prevail.”

After the meeting, Leader
of Opposition in Rajya Sabha
Ghulam Nabi Azad said, “If
a vote polled for one party
goes to another party, it is
against democracy.”

Azad told reporters that
the parties have demanded
that the EC removes the
“shortcomings” in EVMs.

He said parties wanted to
revert to the old paper bal-
lot system but since there is
no time left for Lok Sabha
polls, they have demanded
bringing in transparency in
the EVM system.

“We have demanded that
be it Lok Sabha or assembly
elections, 50 per cent votes
be matched with paper trail
of votes and the EC should
not destroy the results of

VVPAT machines,” he said.
Andhra Pradesh Chief

Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu said 23 parties repre-
senting 69 per cent of the vot-
ers have met the EC.

“Even now they are count-
ing only 1 per cent (of VVPAT).
We have demanded total
transparency. Even devel-
oped countries are using
ballot papers. But since there
is no time we have demand-
ed that 50 per cent VVPAT slips
be counted. For democracy,
for creating confidence, they
can do that job. Since every-
body is having a doubt it is
the duty of the Election Com-
mission to convince people
that it is undoubtable,” he
said.

The delegation included
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Mallikar-
jun Kharge, Ahmed Patel
and Anand Sharma of the
Congress, Chandrababu
Naidu (TDP), Majid Memon
(NCP), Derek O'Brien (Tri-
namul), Ramgopal Yadav
(SP), Satish Mishra (BSP),
Omar Abdullah (NC), Mohd
Salim and T K Rangarajan
(CPI-M), Manoj Jha (RJD),
Sanjay Singh (AAP), D Raja
(CPI), Danish Ali (JD-S), N
K Premchandran (RSP),
Badruddin Ajmal (AIUDF)
and K G Kenye (NPF).

Oppn parties meet EC over EVM concerns

Opposition leaders outside the Election Commission office in the Capital on Monday. SUBRATA DUTTA

PTI
NEW DELHI, 4 FEBRUARY

A plea has been moved in
the Delhi High Court seek-
ing directions to the Cen-
tre to frame a policy to pro-
vide free legal aid to Indi-
an citizens living abroad.

NGO Pravasi Legal Cell
filed the public interest lit-
igation claiming that India
has the world's largest dias-
pora according to the Unit-
ed Nations.

The petition claimed
that over 17 million people
born in India now live else-
where in the world and of
these, many are semi-skilled
and low-skilled workers.

“One of the biggest prob-
lems faced by such workers
is that they do not have
any knowledge about the
local laws or how their rights
are protected in such coun-
tries because of which they
face violation of their basic
rights on foreign land due
to lack of any legal aid,” the
plea filed through advo-
cate Jose Abraham read.

The NGO also said in its
petition that the Union
Minister of State for Exter-
nal Affairs, in reply to a
query in the Lok Sabha,
had said that around 7,850
Indians are lodged in jails
abroad, with over 2,000 in
Saudi Arabia.

“Most of them are under
trials or victim of fraud.
Most of such cases against

Indian workers abroad could
have either been avoided or
saved from prosecution had
there been proper legal
assistance at the right time,”
the plea claimed.

The NGO said that under
Article 39-A of the Consti-
tution of India, the gov-
ernment has the duty to
provide free legal aid to its
citizens which would include
those “who cannot access
justice due to economic
and other disabilities while
living abroad”.

It has said that the objec-
tive can be achieved with the
support and assistance of
the Indian missions abroad.

Plea in HC to provide free
legal aid to Indians abroad

MamataBanerjee is known 4 undemocratic behaviour ... Modiji as CM
also made himself available to agency. Law of land shd b respected

SIDHARTH NATH SINGH
UTTAR PRADESH MINISTER
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