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Polling officials carry EVMs
at a distribution centre
ahead of the final phase of
2019 Lok Sabha elections,

in Shimla on Friday. AFP

Leopard found dead: A
leopard was found dead in
Pench Tiger Reserve (PTR)
in Maharashtra, a forest
official said on Friday. The
carcass of the animal was
spotted on Thursday. Pri-
ma facie, the animal appa-
rently died as a result of
territorial fight. Puncture
wounds and laceration
marks were visible on the
neck and head portion. r11

Ambala rape: A 13-year-old
girl was allegedly abduct-
ed from a local market
and raped at knifepoint by
three youths in Ambala,
police said on Friday. The
police have booked the
three accused under the
Protection of Children fr-
om Sexual Offences Act
and also charged them wi-
th abducting the minor.r1i

Maoist held in Dantewada:
A Maoist allegedly involv-
ed in the killing of BJP MLA
Bhima Mandavi and four
policemen in an IED attack
last month, was arrested
in Dantewada district of
Chhattisgarh, police said
on Friday. The rebel, iden-
tified as Jivan alias Hemla,
carrying a reward of Rs 5
lakh on his head. PTI
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BSP-SP-
oneofid

SP chiefsays BJP fearsas ‘'mahagathbandhan'haswiped offthe partyinthe 6 phasesof polling

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MIRZAPUR/CHANDAULI (UP),
17 MAY

SP president

Mayawati on Friday

termed the BSP-SP-

RLD alliance a com-
bine of ideas and said it will
not sit silent till the Yogi
Adityanath government in
the state and the Narendra
Modi government in the Cen-
tre were uprooted.

“Unlike the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party, this alliance is that
of ideas and it will not sit
silent till it uproots the Yogi
Adityanath government in
Uttar Pradesh along with the
Narendra Modi government,”
the Bahujan Samaj Party(BSP)
president said, addressing
rallies for the candidates of the
alliance in Mirzapur and
Chandauli.

“The sad faces of the BJP
leaders after the completion
of six phases of polling indi-
cate that they know it's time
for the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment to go. Their bad days
will start from May 23. After
that, preparations for Yogi to
return to his Mutt will start,”
she said.Seeing the bad state
of affairs in the polls, the BJP
and its supporters tried to cre-
ate misunderstanding between
the BSP and the Samajwadi
Partybut theyfailed, Mayawati
said.“This alliance has been
formed after due considera-
tion and will last long,” she
asserted.

Mayawati exhorted the
electorate to ensure BJP state
unit president Mahendra Nath
Pandey, in the fray for the
Chandauli seat, losses his
deposit.Mayawati said the
amount of work the BSP and
the SP have done for the sis-

Congdismantled...

CONTINUED FROM PAGE1

Gandhi said PM Modi should
answer some tough ques-
tions from reporters and
should answer his question
why he would notaccept his
challenge for a debate on
alleged corruption in the
Rafale deal.

To a volley of questions
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on the number of seats the
Congress was expecting to
win in these

Lok Sabha elections,
Gandhi refrained from giv-
ing any specific answer,
sticking to his reply that he
would notlike to "pre-judge
the verdict of the people”
which is going to be deliv-
ered on the counting day on
23 May.

“l am not gong to pre-
judge what the people of
India will decide. The mood
and vision of the people
will come out on May 23,”
he said.

Gandhi said his party's
strategy was to “systemati-
cally close down every door
to stop Modi from escaping.
We shut 90 per cent of these
doors, Modi closed the
remaining 10 per cent for
himself by abusing his erst-
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By Order of the Board

Jay Ushin Limited

Amit Kithania

Sr. Manager Fimance &

Date: 17.05.2019  Company Secretary
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APPEAI. FOR IDENTIFICATION
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DP/6BBO/SWI19

General public is hereby informed
that an unidentified dead body of
male Age: Approx 20 vyears,
Complexion: Shallow, Height:
Face: Long, was wearing
colour T-Shit and Black
colour Pant,
Safdarjung Hospital
24.04.2019. During the treatment
he was declared dead on 02.05.2019. at 08:45 AM. In
this regard a DD No. 17A, dated 24.04.2019 has
been lodged at P.S. Safdarjung Enclave, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about the
deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned on the
following address or telephone nos.

P.S. Safdarjung Enclave, Delhi
Ph.: 011-24106345, 24106346
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Muslims in dilemma over choosing
between SP-BSP alliance & Congress

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
GORAKHPUR, 17 MAY

Many Muslims in eastern UP
may notwant to vote for the
BJP but they face adilemma
over choosing between the
SP-BSP alliance and the Con-
gress.

Though some members
of the community speak in
favour of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for the devel-
opment carried out in
Gorakhpur, chief minister Yogi
Adityanath's bastion, they
harbour a sense of insecu-
rity.Mufti Mohammed Wal-
iullah, who leads prayers at
Gorakhpur's biggest mosque,
said the Muslims are not
“unanimous” over their
choice of parties.

“Less literate Muslims
will vote for the 'mahagath-
bandhan' (the Opposition

ters and daughters of the
state had notbeen done by any
other party.

She said when in power her
government had taken steps
to connect Maoist infested
areas with developmentworks.

“Instead ofkilling Maoist,
we extended employment
and food. We gave employ-
ment to the poor people of
Sonebhadra (Maoists infest-
ed area) and later the SP gov-
ernment did a lot of work in
this direction,” she said.

Stating that SP president
Akhilesh Yadav had put in a
lot of effort to ensure BSP can-

while allies”.

The Congress chief said
regional leaders including
BSP supremo Mayawati, Tri-
namul

chief Mamata Banerjee,
TDP president Chandrababu
Naidu, and the SP leadership
were on the same page as the
Congress ideologically and
that they would not support
a BJP or Modi government.

Replying to a question,
Gandhi hit out at the Elec-
tion Commission, alleging
thatitsrole has been "biased"
in these polls. "Modi could
say anything, Opposition
leaders cannot during the
campaigning, they were
taken to task. It (EC) definitely
showed partiality. It designed
the entire poll schedule
keeping in mind Modi's
campaigning."

On PM Modi's criticism
of BJP's Bhopal candidate
Pragya Thakur for glorifying
Mahatma Gandhi's assassin
Nathuram Godse as an "ever-
lasting patriot", the Con-
gress president said, "Modi's
philosophy of violence is
not Mahatma Gandhi's phi-
losophy".

He also referred to his
tweet posted earlier in the
day in this regard, which
stated that "I finally got it.
The BJP and the RSS...Are not
God-Ke Lovers. They are
God-Se Lovers."
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Muslims sitting on the banks
of the Ganges prior to pray-
ers at Aurangzeb's Mosque
in Varanasi on Friday. AFP

alliance) and the educated
will vote as per their under-
standing,” he said.
Waliullah expressed
anguish over the BJP ques-
tioning the nationalism of

didates fared wellin the polls,
Mayawati said itwas the BSP's
moral responsibility to ensure
the victory of SP candidate
from Chandauli.

Samajwadi Party presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav, in his
address, said the 'mahagath-
bandhan' had wiped off the
BJPinthe six phases of polling
because of which their lead-
ers were having sleepless
nights.

“As 23 May is nearing, their
(BJP) fear is rising,” he said.

Attacking Modi, Akhilesh
said, “He (Modi) wants to
teach us about socialism.

BJD to shun its
equi-distance’

po icy after

polls: Patro

BHUBANESWAR, 17 MAY

Ahead of the countiung of
votes on 23 May, Odisha's
ruling Biju Janata Dal on Fri-
day said it will no more
adhere toits policy of main-
taining “equal distance”
from both the BJP and the
Congress. “Wewill notadopt
the equal distance (from
BJP and Congress) policy any
more. The BJD will support
any front which supports
Odisha,” BJD vice-presi-
dentand minister S N Patro
told reporters.

Theregional party, which
had a decade long alliance
with the BJB had severed ties
with the saffron party ahead
of the 2009 elections over a
dispute on seat sharing. A
BJD-BJP coalition govern-
mentexisted in Odisha from
2000 to 2009.

Aftersevering tieswith the
BJP. chief minister Naveen Pat-
naik had dubbed the saf-
fron partyas “communal” and
the Congress as “corrupt.“Even
Patnaikin the midst of elec-
tion campaign this time, also
continued his impression
on BJP and also called it as
“‘communal.”Patnaikempha-
sised that the BJD will sup-
portany frontwhich protects
Odisha's interest. PTI

Muslims, reminding that the
community is indigenous
toIndia.“Only a few Muslim
clerics visited India and peo-
ple who lived in the coun-
try adopted Islam. India is our
country,” he said.

Muslims account for

about 10 per cent of popu-
lation in Gorakhpur, which
will go to the polls on May
19, along which other 12
Lok Sabhaseatsin the state.

The Gorakhnath temple

headed by Adityanath is in
alocality dominated by Mus-
lims. The temple employs
people from the minority
community.In 2014, the BJP
had got 233 out 0of 330 votes
polled at abooth from where
from Adityanath votes.

Around half of the voters

from the booth are estimat-
ed to be from the Muslim
community.

Says that Samajwadis do not
know anythingaboutsocial-
ism. Iwant to say the PM will
have alot of time after two days.

We will send some books of

Dr Ram Manohar Lohia. He

will get to know a lot about

India once he reads 'Hindu
Banam Hindu' and 'Itihas
chakra'.

“Ifhe doesntread them, he

will not know about those

forwhom this alliance has been
formed. Poor, Dalits, back-

wards, minorities who have

not got their rights... This
alliance has been made to get
them their rights,” he said.

Lok Sabha
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Two more Indian
mountalineers
die, another
missing in Nepal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KATHMANDU, 17 MAY

Two Indian climbers, includi-
nganArmysoldier, have died
and another has gone missi-
ngin Nepal after one of them
successfullyscaled theworld’s
highest peak Mount Everest,
the expedition organiser said
on Friday, days after two
mountaineers from the coun-
try perished in the Himalayan
nation.

Armysoldier RaviThakar,
28, wasfound dead inside his
tentat Camp IVon Mount Eve-
rest early on Friday while
Narayan Singh died at Camp
IV on Thursday night when
he was climbing down from
the 8,485-meter Mt Makalu
summit, world’s fifth highest
mountain.Dipankar Ghos,
52, from Kolkata went miss-
ing from above Camp IVwhile
returning from Mt Makalu
summit, said Mingma Sher-
pa, chairman at Seven Sum-
mit Treks. A search team,
whichreached theareafrom
where the climber is sus-
pected to have gone missing,
however, failed to trace him,
Sherpasaid. Ghos climbed Mt
Everest in 2011 and has also
scaled Mt Kanchenjunga, Mt
Lhotse, Mt Manaslu and Mt
Dhaulagiriamongother peaks.

Thakar died after he suffer-
ed from high altitude sickness.

“Fellow climbers found
himdeadinside thetent,” Sher-
pawas quoted as sayingby The
Himalayan Times.

Raviwas part of an eight-
member expedition led by
renowned Irish climber Noel
Richard Hanna. He along
with othermembers madeit
to thesummitof Mount Ever-
est on Thursday morning.

Another member of the
same expedition, Seamus
Sean Lawless from Ireland,
slipped from the balconyarea
while descending from the
summit point.
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Opentoany party,
including TRS, joining
anti-BJP front: Naidu

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, 17 MAY

TDP chief Chandrababu
Naidu, who is spearheading
an effort to cobble up an anti-
BJP front, on Friday said
not only the Telangana Rash-
tra Samithi (TRS) but any out-
fit which is against the saf-
fron party are welcome to join
agrand alliance after the elec-
tion results are declared.

Naidu has stepped up
efforts to bring together
parties which are against
the BJP ahead of a possible
meeting of the grand alliance
after the election results are
declared on 23 May.

The Andhra Pradesh chief
minister met CPI(M) general
secretary Sitaram Yechury
andAAP national convener
Arvind Kejriwal on Friday and
discussed with them about
the possible tie-up in the
post-election scenario.

According to sources,
Naiduislikely to meet Con-
gress president Rahul Gand-
hi in the national capital
and BSP chief Mayawati in
Lucknow on Saturday.

“We welcome not only the
TRS but any party which is
against the BJP. We are wel-
coming all such parties to be
apartof our grand alliance,”
Naidu told reporters after
meeting the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) here.

He was responding to a
queryifa Congress-led grand
alliance will join hands with
the TRS, which is trying to
bring together all regional
parties to forge anon-Con-
gress, non-BJP front, after the
election results are declared.

“l am meeting every-
body. Will chalk out a plan
after discussing with all
leaders,” he added.In the
meeting with the ECI, the
TDP president said he

Dalit youth protests with
elephant ride for wedding

RATHIN DAS
AHMEDABAD, 17 MAY

Inaunique protest against Dal-
its not being allowed to ride
horses during their wedding
processions, a 23-year-old
youth of the communityrode
an elephant on the occasion.

The Dalit youth, Vishal
Makwana, rode the elephant
to his wedding venue at
Behrampura of the city on
Thursday.

The wedding party, natives
of Surendranagar, hired the dec-
orated elephant after reach-
ingAhmedabad around 11a.m
and thenrode the pachyderm
to the wedding venue.

While riding the elephant
to the wedding venue, the
groom also carried and promi-
nently displayed a portrait of
Dr B R Ambedkar, revered by
Dalits as their icon for bring-
ingawareness and giving them
proper rights.

“At Rs 15,000 for just two
hours, the elephant hire charges
were more expensive than
the horse hire charges, but this
was the way for Dalits to send
the right message,” Vishal’s
maternal uncle Kirit Rathod told
The Statesman on Friday.

Kirit Rathod is also a Dalit
rights activistwho takesup the
cudgels on behalfof the com-

BJP leaders condemn TIME's
portrayal of Modi as divider

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
HYDERABAD, 17 MAY

Condemning a TIME maga-
zine article which described
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
as 'dividerin chief', BJP lead-
ers in Telangana on Friday
said the prime minister in
reality is a “unifier, integrator
and harmoniser”.

“The Press conferenceis to
condemn the article written
by a UK citizen, a Pakistani Mus-
lim, on Narendra Modi,”
Karuna Gopal, BJP national
manifesto sub-committee
member, told reporters in
Hyderabad.

BJP takes serious objection
to the portrayal of Modi as a
“divider” and “communal
bigot”, she said.

A nation-wide protest is
being launched against the
magazine and the author of the
article, she said. The article dis-
torted facts and presented
“lopsided, skewed information

aboutIndia, its development
parameters, and Narendra
Modi's focus,” she said.

The timing of the articleis
totally objectionable, she
added. “Don't you think this
articleis goingtoinfluence the
electoral outcome?” she said.
Modi is not a divider and is,
in fact, a “unifier, harmonis-
er and an integrator,” Gopal
said. She said Modi visited
northeastern states 30 times
in four-and-half years and
transformed the region with
transportation (airports, rail
and bridges), telecom and
tourism plans.

The Modi government's
schemes, such as Jan Dhan
Yojana, 'Ujwala', 'MUDRA'
and 'Swachh Bharat', benefited
all sections of society, includ-
ing Muslims, Christians and
backward sections, she said.

“Howdare this authorlabel
the honourable Prime Minis-
ter of the country, the largest
democracy of the world, a

bigot and a communal bigot
that too?,” she said.

“If you see this (develop-
mentwork), can anyone believe
the Prime Minister is one (a
bigot)? No one can question
the intention behind all his
development schemes. He is
empowering every person in
the country,” she said.

If Modi is a communal
bigot, then why would Saudi
Arabiaand United Arab Emi-
rates honour him with civil-
ian awards, she asked. “Why
would countries like Ameri-
ca and France accept him
wholeheartedly?”

“So, Muslims have accept-
ed him internationally. Chris-
tians have accepted him. Itis
just one or two journalists
who have written acompletely
negative article at the time of
elections to influenceits out-
come with malafide inten-
tions,” she said.

Gopal planstofilea PILin
the Supreme Court.

Dalit youth VIShal Makwana riding an elephant on his

wedding

munity whenever its members
are under attack or subject to
humiliation in any form.

“We hired the elephant
from the city’sJagannath Tem-
pleforRs 15,000”, Rathod said
adding that hiring a horse
would have costjustaboutRs
5,000. Butincurring the high-
er expenses was necessary to
demonstrate the Dalits’ deter-
mination to resist upper caste
oppression, he told The States-
man on Friday.

The Dalit youth riding an

elephantforawedding comes
aweekafterabouthalfadozen
incidents of grooms from the
community facing obstruction
or boycott from upper caste
people during their wedding
processions.

In one incident in Aravali
district, even a constable
belonging to the Dalit com-
munity could ride a horse for
his wedding only after 150
policemen threw a security cor-
donaround him, his familyand
friends.

We welcome
not only the
TRS but any
party which
is against the
BJP. We are
welcoming
all such parties to be a
part of our grand alliance

CHANDRABABU NAIDU
TDP CHIEF

requested the poll panel to
take a serious note of the
series of complaints filed by
his party, including against
therepoll ordered in Chan-
dragiri Assembly segmentin
the Andhra Pradesh and
counting of votes in the
entire constituency if dis-
crepancy found in VVPAT
slips with five mandated
EVMs in any part of the
country.

“As ontoday, the ECI's de-
cisions are controversial,
one-sided, pro-establish-
ment and pro-government.
During the entire election,
they were supporting the gov-
ernment. Itis unfortunate,”
he told reporters after the
meeting. “I'm the party pres-
ident for the past 25 years.
I have never seen this type
of EC,” Naidu said

The transfer of the West
Bengal home secretary for
alleged interference in the
election processis an “unnec-
essary interference” of the
poll panel, he said, adding,
“We don't want to surren-
der our powers to the ECI or
the Government of India.”

Invoking of Article 324 to
abruptly curtail the campaign
period in West Bengal and
“giving time to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi” to
hold two rallies is “unfortu-
nate and not correct” he
said.

Bhim Army chief

warns Guj govt
against Dalit
‘atrocities’

PTI
AHMEDABAD, 17 MAY

Criticising the BJP govern-
ment in Gujarat over the
recentincidents ofwedding
processions of Dalits being
stopped by some sections of
the society, Bhim Army
founder Chandrashekhar
Azad Friday issued a warn-
ingsayingsuch atrocities will
no longer be tolerated.

Talking toreporters here,
Azad said 'jungleraj' is pre-
vailing in Gujarat as mem-
bers ofthe Scheduled Caste
(SC) community are deprived
of their fundamental rights
given by the Constitution.

“I came to Gujarat
because many incidents of
atrocities on Dalits have
happenedrecently. It seems
that Constitutional provisions
do not apply in Gujarat.
Article 15 of the Constitution,
which protects all the citi-
zens from discrimination, has
beenremoved by the Gujarat
government,” said Azad alias
Ravan.

Not just for taking out
wedding processions, Dal-
itsin Gujaratwere persecuted
forkeepingmoustache and
suffixing 'Sinh' in their
names, he said.

‘BJP&TMClike offermgvoters two kinds ot poison’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BELPAHARI (WB), 17 MAY

“Whatever the brand, poison
kills,” says CPI(M) Politbu-
reau member Brinda Karat,
warning people in West Ben-
gal againstvotingforeither the
BJP or the state's ruling TMC.
With the saffron party mak-
inginroads into the state and
thefear that Leftvotes are get-
ting transferred to itenmasse,
Karat tried to explain the vac-
uum created by the Leftin a
state it ruled for 34 years.
“You can't think that you
can taste this poison or that.
The TMC's policies have led
to great discontent among
the people of Bengal against
the party. The BJP is using its
central-state powers and huge
moneyto claim thatit's the only
alternative here. Itislike offer-
ing people two choices of poi-
son - BJPand TMC,” Karat told
PT1in a recent interview.
Sittingin the CPI(M) office
in Belpahari, once a Maoist
stronghold, around 200 km

from Kolkata, she warned the
electorate to notvote for either
the Trinamool Congress or
the Bharatiya Janata Party and
said, “Whatever the brand,
poison kills.”

Discussing the recent clash-
es in Kolkata, she said it is
shameful that participantsin
a procession led by BJP pres-
identAmit Shah vandalised a
statue of Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar.

“Thisunprecedented action
by these goonsis shockingand
condemnable and shows the
real face of the sangh parivar
and its culture. The TMCalso
played a role to provoke a
confrontation as it is equally
interested in creatingan atmos-
phere of polarisation.

“The Election Commis-
sionmustimmediatelyrelease
the unedited official footage
of the procession and subse-
quent events. People of Ben-
gal and indeed all citizens
have the right to know the
truth,” she said.

The extent of the BJP's
influence in West Bengal can
beseeninJhargram where the
partywonin all former Maoists
strongholds at the gram pan-
chayatlevel - Lalgarh, Belpa-
hari, Jamboni, Gopiballavpur,
Nayagram and Sankrail - indi-
cating a shift towards the saf-
fron partyand a definite trans-
fer of the Left vote.

According to Karat, the
intensity of the attacks on Left
cadres has grown from 2011
t02016.Claiming that there are
onelakh false cases against Left
leaders and supporters and
approximately 20,000 CPI(M)
cadres are stillunable to goback
home because of continuing
TMCterror, Karatsaid itis dif-
ficulttobe aLeft supporterin

the state.
[
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